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Abstract

Humankind has been haunted and tormented by diseases
that have taken a toll on hundreds of thousands of people
all over the world. Deadly diseases like plague,
tuberculosis, smallpox, and many others of the kind have
claimed many human lives over the centuries.
Nonetheless, in this era of globalization, a disease spread
by a virus has taken the world by storm as a pandemic.
The different waves of the pandemic have brought the
world to its knees as a novel coronavirus called the severe
acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus-2 (SARS-CoV-2)
has been found responsible for Covid-19. The virus
changed the lives of millions across the globe as it spread
to many countries by late 2019 and early 2020. The
countries adopted several steps to control and contain the
spread of the virus with the limited knowledge they had
of the disease. The prime mode of transmission of the
virus was understood to be through touch and not by air
at the time (though it has now been proved to be an
airborne infection). As the virus continued to mark its
presence in most of the world by March 2020, most
countries resorted to immediate non-pharmaceutical
interventions (NPIs) such as closing down national
borders, lockdowns, self-restraint, social distancing,
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sanitization, and so on that were implemented at various
stages depending on the gravity and intensity of the
spread of the virus and the demographics of the
countries. The stage, process and effectiveness of
implementation for all the countries depended on the
structure of its political administration and the power
vested in the respective authorities.

To understand how the effects of the pandemic differs to
various regions of the world depending on the kind of
governmental structure, culture, demographics, peoples’
responses, and infrastructure, the paper explores and
analyses the responses, strategies, and policies by the
countries of specific regions. Japan from Northeast Asia,
Vietnam from Southeast Asia, Sweden from Scandinavia,
and Brazil from Latin America, are analysed with the
available resources to understand why they stand as an
exception in their respective regions.

Keywords: Covid-19, coronavirus, pandemic, strategies,
government, lockdown, measures, virus

1. Introduction

An immense lot has changed as the world is grappling with the
2019 version of coronavirus. A virus that emerged in Wuhan, China
in late 2019 has now taken the world by a storm leading to
3,548,628 deaths globally as presented by the World Health
Organization on June 1, 2021 (WHO Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Dashboard, 2021). A virus that spread to all parts of the world
changing the lives of millions, was declared a pandemic by WHO
on March 11, 2020 (Kantis et al., 2021). An unprecedented attack of
the virus caught the globe by surprise and the nations were
unprepared and often under-equipped, partly due to the lack of
knowledge of the virus and the disease. Bringing activities to a halt
all over the world has affected the economy and social interactions
of millions. Diplomatic relations of the countries across the world
shifted to a different pitch as international borders were closed,
aids and grants were provided, health infrastructure levelled up,
leaders were kept on their toes to do the best for their countries,
and several partnerships amongst countries and organizations
tightened. This paper takes the strategies and policies of four
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nations to analyze why each of them stands as an exception in its
respective geographical regions. A multifaceted comparison on a
national and sub-national level to understand the approach of the
government, public behavior and compliance, and their differences
are analyzed to explore why the fight against the virus is subjective
to multiple factors.

2. Demographic Indicators and Health Infrastructure

Japan was one of the countries to detect an early exposure to the
virus, with its first case recorded on January 16, 2020 (WHO, 2020).
Though the number of cases continued to increase over the months
(represented in Figure 1), Japan did reasonably well in containing
the virus in the first quarter of 2020 since the pandemic. Without
engaging in extensive testing, contact tracing, or strict quarantine
measures, the country reported a slower increase in the rate of
infected persons and a lower death rate (Iwasaki & Grubaugh,
2020). With a population density of 347.07 p/km2 in 2018 (Japan:
Population Density from 2008-2018, 2021), the government and the
community cooperated to contain the spread of the virus.
However, by February 2020, Japan strengthened their medical care
system by raising their medical capacity and testing capacity and
by mid-February 2020, the Ministry of Health, Labor, and Welfare
had worked with the local governments to establish 536
consultation centers that covered every district in the country to
provide its citizens with instructions on how to get tested for
COVID-19 and receive treatment as required (Tashiro & Shaw,
2020).

A Scandinavian country, Sweden, known for its liberal culture and
high standard of living, had adopted an entirely different approach
against the spread of Covid-19. Sweden had reported its first case
by late-January 2020, and the country followed its peers in terms of
educating its citizens about the importance of the non-
pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) and other measures such as
hand hygiene, sneezing and coughing habits, isolation of
individuals with Covid-19 symptoms, and tracing of contacts of
confirmed cases. But, in contrast to its neighbours, Sweden decided
upon a different strategy in addition to this. The country chose to
keep the kindergartens, elementary schools, gyms, restaurants, and
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other businesses open, and children’s sports continued. High
schools and universities were closed on March 18, 2020, and on
March 29, 2020 the Swedish government applied a general rule
against assemblies of more than 50 people, however, Sweden did
not restrict border crossing (Helsingen et al., 2020). One of the
likely reasons for the efficiency and success of these strategies
could be attributed to the population density of Sweden which at
25 p/km2 is less than the average population density of Europe
which is 34 p/km2 (Our World in Data, 2021).

Figure 1: Daily confirmed cases in Japan (As of June 4, 2021)

Daily new confirmed COVID-19 cases

The number of confirmed cases is lower than the number of actual cases; the main reason for that is limited testing
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The low population density and people’s trust in the
administration helped Sweden carry out an approach that did not
deviate significantly from a pre-Covid-19 situation. As for the
health facilities during the pandemic, Sweden estimated the
national need for healthcare beds and all Swedish hospitals were
mobilised during the last week of March 2020 (Ludvigsson, 2020).
The number of beds for Covid-19 were increased dramatically
around end of April 2020 and early May 2020 when 1800 beds in
the country were occupied by Covid-19 patients which statistically
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meant that one in every 5700 Swedish residents was receiving
treatment for Covid-19 during the first wave of the pandemic
(Ludvigsson, 2020). Notably, Swedish healthcare is decentralised
and the responsibility lies with the regional councils and, in some
cases, local councils or municipal governments (Healthcare in
Sweden, 2021).

As for Vietnam, a country that shares its land border with China to
its north and a high volume of trade (of about US$ 41.43 bn during
2019) with China (Trading Economics, 2020), it had been prone to a
severe attack of the Covid-19 virus. However, things turned out
quite different for Vietnam. The first case of infection in Vietnam
was reported on January 24, 2020 (Kantis et al.,, 2021). The
Vietnamese policies were rather proactive which helped to curb the
extensive spread of the virus. When the first case of Covid-19 was
detected, the country established a National Steering Committee
for Covid-19 Prevention and Control under the Vietnamese Deputy
Prime Minister (Hoang et al., 2020). The most efficient strategy for
Vietnam was the early recognition of the Covid-19 threats and
responsive policies. For a country that is not economically as
established as several other countries in the region like China,
Singapore, or India, Vietham managed to implement whole-of-
society approaches including case identification and isolation,
extensive contact tracing, quarantine of suspected cases, cluster
tracing, and other strict non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPlIs),
including mass masking. These initial measures were aimed at
reducing community transmissions and controlling the infections at
sources (Shokoohi et al, 2020), and these became effective
considering the population density of the country which is 291
p/km? (Population Density of Vietnam from 2011 to 2019, 2021).
This effectively resulted in the country having three waves of the
pandemic, as of 30 September 2020, totaling to 1095 cases, and
resulting in 35 deaths, all among people with underlying health
conditions (Nguyen et al., 2021).

Contrary to Vietnam is Brazil, one of the countries in the world,
worst-affected by Covid-19, which stands third in countries with
the most number of cases followed by the United States of America
and India and ranks second as the country with the most number
of deaths caused by Covid-19 (the USA being the first) as of June,
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2021 (Statista, 2021). The situation in Brazil is terrible as a
consequence of multiple factors. Even after over a year and a half
since the first cases, several critical factors continue to contribute to
the failed containment of the spread of Covid-19 in Brazil. Some
factors that indirectly contributed to this situation include the
response of the people, poverty, hunger, migration, and
unemployment despite being a country with a low population
density of 25.06 p/km? (Population Density in Brazil from 2008-
2018, 2020). However, the total land area of the country is 8,358,140
km? (Countries in the World by Population (2021), 2021), where the
population is dense on the east coast. The central and western parts
of Brazil are vastly less populated resulting in 87.6 % of its
population concentrated in urban areas.

Figure 2: Population Density Map of Brazil by Region

Brazil Population Density Map
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A consolidated data of the demography of each country and the state is mentioned in Table 1.
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3. Political Structure and Decision-Making

Japan’s pandemic strategies were influenced by its traditional
power in which the constitution prohibits an emergency power
under any clause, which prohibited the government from
exercising any form of emergency power (Yamaguchi, 2021). Japan
initially pursued recommended non-pharmaceutical interventions
(NPIs). The NPIs implemented by Japan primarily include border
control and self-restraint. As an immediate measure to the fast-
spreading virus, the National Parliament (Diet), on March 13 2020,
passed the Coronavirus Special Measures Act (CSMA) as a
supplement and revision to the Influenza Special Measures Act
(ISMA), which was established in 2012. The act primarily aimed to
prevent the rapid spread of influenza and reinforce the medical
support system present in Japan (Tsuji, 2021). The Japanese Prime
Minister, Shinzo Abe, declared a one-month "state of emergency"
order on April 7, 2020 as a measure to curb the spread of the virus
and lifted the order nationwide on May 25, 2020. Despite the "state
of emergency", Japan did not opt for a mandatory lockdown as the
other countries of the world since it cannot enforce social
distancing rules, partly because the law does not allow the
government to enforce closures or fine citizens for breaking the
rules (Hayasaki, 2020). However, the reopening of activities after
the end of the state of emergency fueled the spread of the outbreak
in Japan as it continued to rebound in April and July of 2020. In
spite of the second and third waves of the pandemic in Japan, the
restrictive measures to bring the situation under control were slack
(Chen et al., 2021).

For Sweden, a contributing factor that acted as a catalyst to the
Swedish measures is the Swedish governmental structure. Though
a constitutional monarchy, Sweden works on the separation of
government polity from the application and implementation of
public policy by officials employed within government agencies
and expert agencies, who provide the political decision-makers
with information and issue recommendations (Bylund & Packard,
2021). When most countries went into strict lockdowns and
imposed penalties for violating the Covid-19 rules implemented by
the respective governments, Sweden followed an entirely different
and unconventional plan. Even amongst the Scandinavian
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countries, who are as liberal in their administration and have
similar living standards to that of Sweden, the country took an
approach in a whole different tangent while all other countries
went into complete or nearly strict lockdowns. Sweden relied on
the trust of its citizens in the state, which it utilised to appeal for
voluntary cooperation and self-restraint from public activities and
gatherings (Nygren & Olofsson, 2020). Though it received much
criticism for not imposing a strict lockdown as in most other
European countries, the Swedish argument to this was the claim
that the fight against Covid-19 would be a slow and long one, due
to which it was important for the government to strategise under
the consideration of the acceptability of its citizens over a long-term
(Heath, 2020).

The Vietnamese story in countering Covid-19 pandemic had
behind it, significant roles of the government, local health workers,
and the cooperation, compliance of the citizens, and their early
proactive measures. One of the achievements of Vietnam is how it
has established a health care system to the grassroots level. The
health care system comprises four levels of health establishments
which are at the central, provincial, district, and commune levels
(Le et al., 2010). The efficiency of the country’s health care system at
each level has helped Vietnam in impeccably containing the spread
of the Covid-19. The Vietnamese government, which continued to
adapt and strategise through information and knowledge, merged
all these health units from district to provincial levels to form one
uniform centre called the Center for Diseases Control (CDC)
(Nguyen et al., 2020).

Although the health care system was efficient, the country took a
proactive strategy and carefully implemented them in complete
strictness and gravity. The multifaceted approach of the
Vietnamese government started with the most common NPIs of
large-scale quarantine, isolation of suspected cases, and travel
restrictions. In addition to these measures, the government directed
the hospitals to prepare for the outbreak. It issued several
instructions on hospital management to screen patients in the
hospital regarding the symptoms or travel history and specific
distribution of responsibility to each level of the hospital (Ministry
of Health, 2020). The proper channeling of patients through
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isolation, effective treatment, and infection control significantly
helped Vietnam to set a strong foundation in their battle against the
virus.

Figure 3: Structure of Vietnamese health establishments
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Brazil’s case is different to that of Vietnam. Brazil is the only
country with a population larger than 100 million that has a
universal, comprehensive, and free-of-charge healthcare system
which has contributed to reducing inequalities in access to health

44



Saurabh and Sudhir Covid-19: International Responses & Strategies

care and outcomes (Castro et al.,, 2021). The public healthcare
system of the country, known as Sistema Unico de Satde
(translated from Portuguese as Unified Health System), operates
under the Ministry of Health. This health care system in the
country was made effective over a period of three decades since the
birth of the Unified Health System. Politically a federative republic
in which the people’s vote decides the President, Brazillians are
now actively protesting against their president for mishandling the
pandemic. Mr Bolsonaro used his constitutional powers to interfere
with the Health Ministry’s administrative matters, and also vetoed
legislation that would have both mandated the use of masks in
religious sites and compensated health professionals who suffered
irrecoverable damage from the pandemic (Ganguly et al., 2021).

Table 2: Political Structure and Covid-19 Data
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4. Strategies Adopted and Different Innovative Steps

Japan tactfully dealt with the situation of the pandemic through a
series of strategies. Nonetheless, Japan's rather conservative and
traditional bureaucracy did not allow for its government to have
any emergency power to enforce laws or policies on its people
strictly. Despite the efforts of the government, the emergency
power proposal, which would have amended the existing
constitution, was vehemently opposed by Japan's bar associations,
constitutional law professors, news organisations, and others
which they rightly feared as a serious threat to Japanese democracy
(Repeta, 2020). This limitation in exercising power on its people
checked the extent to which the Japanese authorities could execute
their strategies, hence, the strategies circled around the adherence
to the NPIs. However, the basic Covid-19 strategy was enforced
through a three-pronged approach: early detection, intensive care
and securing medical services, and the behavioural modification of
citizens (Iwasaki & Grubaugh, 2020).

However, for Sweden, one of the reasons why the country chose
such a strategy could have been due to a major clause in Sweden's
laws on communicable diseases, Smittskyddslagen, which requires
that all measures taken be based on science and proven experience
(Hofverberg, 2015). And this was a problem since their knowledge
about the Covid-19 virus was only developing from experiences
and studies worldwide. In addition to this clause in

46



Saurabh and Sudhir Covid-19: International Responses & Strategies

Smittskyddslagen, Section 9 of this law limits the extent of
quarantine to a specific building, or a “small area” (Bylund &
Packard, 2021). This implies that Sweden had legal restrictions to
consider while administering its pandemic strategies and so limited
them to recommendations to the public, whilst the public trust in
the government acted as a catalyst to the government’s confidence.

Figure 4: Daily confirmed deaths and cases in Sweden

Daily confirmed COVID-19 cases and deaths, Sweden

\

Source: ourworldindata.org

This rather unconventional and controversial strategy of Sweden
maintained much of its success significantly through information.
The public was well informed and updated about the virus and the
NPIs to be followed to prevent the infection. Despite the adherence
to the advised measures, the cases saw a consequential increase in
the second wave that came by the end of 2020. However, the third
wave (March-April, 2021) was relatively not as grave as the second.
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Nevertheless, a study by Cho (2020) concluded that the lockdown
measures across the globe played an important role in restricting
the spread of the virus and that Sweden would have reduced the
confirmed cases of Covid-19 and mortality rates in the long run if
the policymakers had followed a strategy similar to other countries
in the region.

For Vietnam, like most countries, the immediate steps adopted
include the tightening of borders and visa restrictions. This was
further strengthened by extensive monitoring and investigation of
the potential cases and their contacts, strict enforcement of at-home
quarantine, and publication of a list of cases and their contacts. The
use of advanced information technology was made mandatory by
the government. The government made it compulsory for people to
update their health status and travel history through a mobile app,
NCOVI, designed to track and screen people (Trevisan & Le, 2020).

Figure 5: Daily confirmed deaths and cases in Vietnam

Ddll\ tontnmed COVID- Iljtd*\ef-\ dm d&‘dth% Vietnam

an the total counis. The main reason for this is limited testing and

400

300

200 Vietnam - Dal

y conflirmed cases

|
0 [ T | R J.J}LJN“ I'l‘l‘I.4 Vigtnam - Daily confirmed deaths

Jan 23, 2020 Apr 30, 2020 Aug 8, 2020 Nov 16, 2020 Feb 24, 2021 Jun 10, 2021

Source: ourworldindata.org

48



Saurabh and Sudhir Covid-19: International Responses & Strategies

On the contrary, the situation in Brazil indirectly implies that the
political intervention in the public health system has been a catalyst
to the inefficient responsive strategies against the Covid-19
pandemic in the country. The President of Brazil, Mr. Jair
Bolsonaro, and the government have been sharing information and
taking steps to battle the virus with no regard for any scientific
knowledge of the virus or its modes of transmission. Mr.
Bolsonaro’s policies and strategies expressed a strict opposition to
lockdowns and social distancing measures (“Brazil Protesters
Denounce Bolsonaro over COVID Crisis,” 2021). Added to this was
his failure to procure the vaccines, and the touting of unproven
treatments deepened the crisis in the country (Marcello, 2021). As
of the first week of June 2021, almost a year and a half into the
pandemic, the virus has killed over 408,000 Brazilians since the first
case was reported in Brazil on February 26, 2020 (Souza et al., 2020;
World Health Organization, 2021). Mr Bolsonaro has been
advocating for malaria drugs chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine
to cure Covid-19, despite several studies indicating they are
ineffective against Covid-19. However, the early understanding
that these malaria drugs could be beneficial had increased the
demand for this drug from India paving the way for medicine
diplomacy for many countries with India. There has also been
evidence of his government spending emergency funds on these
medicines. These funds were also spent producing and distributing
the malaria drugs at unprecedented rates throughout 2020 while
rejecting at least one offer to purchase a vaccine already in the final
stage of trials because the terms were "abusive' (Brito &
Darlington, 2021). The Covid-19 situation in Brazil can be
understood as the result of the government’s inefficient and
ignorant strategies. Most countries in Latin America, including
Argentina, Mexico, Colombia, Chile, and Peru, have been able to
contain the spread of the virus with the combined efforts of their
health care systems and their governments.
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Figure 6: Comparison of confirmed Covid-19 cases in Brazil with other countries in South America
(From February, 2020 to June,
2021)

Daily new confirmed COVID-19 cases

The number of confirmed cases is lower than the number of actual cases; the main reason for that is limited testing.
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Source: ourworldindata.org
5. People’s Participation

Japan’s measures did not hold the people accountable nor did it
hold them criminally liable for not adhering to the NPIs
recommended by the government. This contributed to the
unprecedented increase in cases in Japan. Perhaps, it is this
leniency that has resulted in the cases in Japan soaring higher than
the other countries in Northeast Asia for example South Korea,
Taiwan and China. Due to the lack of knowledge about the virus
and its potential harm in the early months, the policy
administration was still a work in progress. The revised ISMA
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covered the strategies for Covid-19 to try to expand the availability
of inspection when the government was unable to determine the
precise number of infected people.

In the case of Sweden, a study by Helsingen et al. (2020) showed
that there was over 98% compliance with infection preventive
measures amongst the Swedes. Sweden adopted an approach of
appealing to its citizens to follow social distancing and masking
without sidelining the daily lives of its people, unlike most
countries which brought the countries’ activities to a halt and
changed the lifestyle of its people. With the high level of trust in its
healthcare system and the remarkable compliance with preventive
measures, the Swedes voluntarily acted upon the instructions and
information of its government.

A major contributing factor for Vietnam was the public’s solidarity
in containing the outbreak as the result of a transparent approach
of the government. The coverage of the pandemic by the media and
the interactions by the political leaders were transparent that
helped the public to make informed decisions. Contributing to this,
the media also reported consistently and decisively with the issue
of fake news and panic control which helped in keeping the public
well informed about the progress of the situation (Trevisan & Le,
2020), which significantly helped the country in terms of public
compliance.

However, Latin America was declared the epicentre of the COVID-
19 pandemic by late May 2020, mostly because of Brazil. The
severity of the virus spread in Brazil is alarming because as of 11
March 2021, 11,277,717 cases and 272,889 deaths had been reported
in Brazil. These numbers represent 9.5% and 10.4% of the
worldwide cases and deaths, respectively, where Brazil only
constitutes 2.7% of the world’s population (Castro et al., 2021). The
inefficiency of the government strategies can be understood
through a multifaceted evaluation. The soaring number of cases
and deaths in the country is also a consequence of the amount of
misinformation circulating amongst communities across the
country. In addition to this, the NPIs such as wearing masks, social
distancing and lockdowns are not effectively implemented
(Medicins Sans Frontieres, 2021) which can be majorly understood
as a shared result of the government being less strict about
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enforcing the laws and the public not sternly following the
prescribed NPIs. The situation worsened amongst the public as the
government touted the use of hydroxychloroquine and chloroquine
and not actively attempting to procure the vaccines during the
development of vaccines by leading countries such as the USA, the
UK, Russia when most countries were trying to procure initial
quantities of the vaccine in advance.

6. Policy Effectiveness

To understand why the case of Japan stands out amongst its peers
in Northeast Asia, the cases of South Korea, Japan, Taiwan, and
China are considered here. Figure 8 shows the difference in the
number of daily positive cases per million which indicates the
leniency of the Japanese administration during the pandemic
situation. Although Japan has a unitary government system,
subnational governments have gained a fair amount of autonomy
by law, making it a decentralised regime in terms of policy making
and enforcing the same (Yan et al., 2020). The considerable contrast
to this is the situation in Korea, where President Ban Ki-Moon and
his office has a critical and autonomous role in handling and
implementing the various policies attributing to a rather centralised
power that the President exercises (Moon et al., 2021).

Sweden, with the response of lax restrictions on its people, led to
the confirmed cases and deaths increasing more rapidly than its
Scandinavian neighbours. The Covid-19 deaths in Sweden had
reached more than 787 deaths per 1 million population, which is
about 4.5 to ten times higher than its neighbours (Claeson &
Hanson, 2020).
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Figure 8: Comparison of daily new confirmed Covid-19 cases of Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, and
China (March 1, 2020 to May 18, 2021)

Daily new confirmed COVID-19 cases per million people

The number of confirmed cases is lower than the number of actual cases; the main reason for that is limited testing
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Figure 9: Daily new confirmed Covid-19 cases of Sweden, Denmark, Finland, and Norway

Daily new confirmed COVID-19 cases

The number of confirmed cases is lower than the number of actual cases: the main reason for that is limited testing.
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However, though the confirmed Covid-19 cases in Sweden are
much less in terms of number, relative to the population of the
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country, the situation in Sweden is at its peak in terms of the
confirmed cases, performing worse than Japan, Vietnam, and
Brazil. Figure 10 and Figure 11 represent the most recent data (data
of cases until June 8, 2021) which gives an idea about the gravity of
the situation.

Figure 10: Daily new confirmed Covid-19 cases of Brazil, Japan, Sweden, and Vietnam irrespective
of the population of each country (Jan 23, 2020 to June 8, 2021)
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Figure 11: Daily new confirmed Covid-19 cases relative to the population of Brazil, Japan, Sweden,
and Vietnam (Jan 23, 2020 to June 8,
2021)
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In absolute contrast to this, Viethamese success in its battle against
Covid-19, although Vietnam had a similar approach to that of
South Korea which also included aggressive testing, tracing, and
treatment approach (Moon et al., 2021), received more recognition
due to the efficient utilisation of their resources, making their
process significantly less expensive (Trevisan & Le, 2020).

Despite the challenges, the Covid battle by Vietnam has received
global applause due to the effectiveness of its adaptive strategies
and efficient policies, which were implemented from a very early
stage. The compliance of the public and the coordination of the
workers of several health systems dramatically helped the country
to contain the rate of infection (Nguyen et al., 2020). The
noteworthy and exceptional outcome for Vietnam is its economy.
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The country managed and mobilised their funds and finance
through different channels for the pandemic such as the state
budget, donors, charity funds and community people with the
limited resources they had (Hoang et al., 2020), yet managing to set
new benchmarks. However, the country’s economy has shown
growth despite the pandemic situation in the world. Vietnam’s
outperformance in the manufacturing sector has put the country as
a likely top-performing Asian economy in 2020, which was
achieved without a single quarter of economic contraction (Lee,
2021). With a strong export market, the Vietnamese economy
managed a 2.9% growth in 2020. However, with an increase in the
number of cases, there could be an impact on the economy. Despite
the situation, Vietnamese exports to the EU are 28% ahead of 2020,
and foreign remittances from overseas Vietnamese are also vital
(Bohane, 2021). Vietnam has an exemplary export market, mainly
to the US (Vietnam News, 2021). Vietnam’s economy is on the rise
even during the current global situation, making it a case of
exceptional success in the Southeast Asian region.

The disconsolate situation in Brazil has affected the lives of a
majority of people in the country that they are blaming on the
government. The people are protesting against the government for
the gravity of the consequences of the situation. The government,
however, did not work scientifically with the evolving knowledge
of the virus which had been a cause of concern for the citizens
(Bastos, 2020). The government has not invested in or strengthened
the public health care system to combat this pandemic (Souza et al.,
2020). However, enhancing Public Health Care (PHC) could have
played a key role in containing the pandemic as there has been
evidence that more than 23,000 hospitalizations for conditions
sensitive to primary care were avoided between 2010 and 2016
(Kerr et al., 2020).

In the case of Brazil, the government ignored the untapped
resourcefulness of its PHC in facing the Covid-19 pandemic. The
government did not efficiently strategize to strengthen the PHC
which partially contributed to the increase in the number of deaths
from Covid-19. The PHC, however, represents a strategic resource
in the limited arsenal of tools available to combat Covid-19 (Souza
et al, 2020). However, a Senate commission has begun an
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investigation as of early May 2021 into whether Mr Bolsonaro's
government mishandled the pandemic by failing to secure vaccines
(Reuters, 2021a).

7. Lessons

A research in policy making by Hertwig & Griine-Yanoff (2017),
classifies the governmental policies broadly to “boost” and
“nudge” strategies. According to the study, by definition, nudges
are non-regulatory and non-monetary interventions that steer
people in a particular direction while preserving their freedom of
choice while the objective of boosts is to improve people’s
competence to make their own choices. The focus of boosting is on
interventions that make it easier for people to exercise their own
agency by fostering existing competences or instilling new ones.

In the contexts of Japan, Sweden, Vietnam, and Brazil, all but
Sweden’s approach classifies as nudge considering its policies were
designed to alter behaviours without prohibiting the freedom of an
individual. The Swedish approach is much like that of Japan
although Japan’s course of actions was rather influenced by the
limited legal power for the administration. However, Sweden also
has a unitary yet decentralised administration in which the central
government exercises only ministerial functions. The Swedish
strategies focus more on recommendations than requirements to
indirectly persuade the public to voluntarily modify their
behaviours and combat the virus's spread (Yan et al., 2020). The
effectiveness of this strategy is a reflection of the public’s trust in its
government and the government’s acceptance of the sense of
individuality of its people.

However, though Japan also had a decentralized regime like
Sweden, the cautious policy administration and the effective public
compliance contributed to the effectiveness of the country’s fight
against Covid-19. The Japanese government could not exercise any
emergency power as a measure against the pandemic since the
Japanese Constitution does not grant a provision for emergency
power to the government, which the ruling party (Liberal
Democratic Party) has been trying to amend through a new article
in the Constitution. The Vietnamese experience became one to
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admire due to its extremely proactive approach with systematic
and active involvement of all stakeholders, that includes the
government and the public. From expansive testing, preparations
for the pandemic, public solidarity, media participation to sending
out transparent and truthful messages by the leaders of the
country, the country became noteworthy in its battle against the
Covid-19 pandemic. Another remarkable aspect of the Vietnamese
battle is how it managed to emerge and show a positive economic
growth by the end of 2020.

For Brazil, the inability to perform an efficient and proactive policy
execution by the authorities, ineffective cooperation and
involvement of the government, and the people’s lack of
compliance and limited resources led to the situation getting worse
in the country. Mr Bolsonaro’s delay in procuring the vaccines also
contributed to this. As of April 2021, only 11 per cent of its
population have received at least one dose of vaccine (Medecins
Sans Frontieres, 2021). The evidence implies that the situation in
Brazil could improve with some effective cooperation between the
government and the health care systems. This could result in a
larger supply of vaccines and channelling the resources to the right
medical needs that are scientifically acknowledged and advised to
be effective against the Covid-19 virus, all of which could
significantly help the pandemic situation of the country.

8. Summing up

The Japanese government screened and only tested those who
showed severe symptoms of the virus (Tsuji, 2021). This was a
phenomenon observed with Vietnam, Sweden, and Brazil, in the
initial phase of the pandemic in early 2020. A noticeable reason for
the countries showing only a few positive cases in the initial
months leading to underreporting the actual number of infected
people in the country could possibly be because of the limited
knowledge of the SARS-CoV-2. An example of this is the extensive
use of malaria drugs for the treatment of Covid-19 by Brazil. For all
the four nations, the policies, economy, structure of government,
health infrastructure, demography, geographical factors, etc. are all
largely diverse. Added to this is the lack of knowledge and
experience in fighting a deadly coronavirus that spread swiftly to
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all corners of the world. This analysis aims to point out why certain
countries stood out amongst its neighbours who are otherwise
similar to the countries considered. Nevertheless, the comparative
study of the data gathered indicates that there is no one strategy or
remedy that fits all. To each their own is perhaps the only way to
strategize through the battle against the pandemic since there are
innumerable factors that have to be weighed and evaluated before
taking a decision on what a country should follow.

References

Bastos, M. H. S. (2020). Brazil’s COVID-19 response. The Lancet, 396,
10254, E31. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016,/S0140-
6736(20)31914-0

Brazil: Protesters blame Bolsonaro for Covid crisis. BBC. (2021, May 29).

Retrieved June 15, 2021 from
https:/ /www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-
57294415

Boadle, A. (2020, May 27). WHO says the Americas are new covid-19
epicenter as deaths surge in Latin America. Mint. Retrieved
June 25, 2021 from
https:/ /www livemint.com/news/world/who-says-the-
americas-are-new-covid-19-epicenter-as-deaths-surge-in-
latin-america-11590523024374.html

Bohane, H. (2021, May 25). Vietnam’s COVID resurgence prompts

strict new lockdowns. DW.
https:/ /www.dw.com/en/vietnams, accessed on June 5,
2021

Brazil protesters denounce Bolsonaro over COVID crisis. (2021, May
29). Al Jazeera. Retrieved June 13, 2021 from
https:/ /www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/29/brazil-
protesters-denounce-bolsonaros-covid-handling

Brazil provides free, universal access to medical care to anyone legally
living in the country. (n.d.). Aetna. Retrieved June 17, 2021
from
https:/ /www.aetnainternational.com/en/individuals/dest

59


https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/vol396no10254/PIIS0140-6736(20)X0038-9
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)31914-0
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)31914-0
https://www.aetnainternational.com/en/individuals/destination-guides/expat-guide-to-brazil/health-and-health-care.html

Artha - Journal of Social Sciences ISSN 0975-329X

ination-guides/expat-guide-to-brazil / health-and-health-
care.html.

Brito, J., & Darlington, S. (2021, February 15). How Brazil gambled on
unproven drugs to fight Covid-19. CNN. Retrieved June 25,
2021 from https:/ /edition.cnn.com/2021/02/14

Bylund, P. L., & Packard, M. D. (2021). Separation of power and
expertise: Evidence of the tyranny of experts in Sweden’s
COVID-19 responses. Southern Economic Journal, 87(4), 1300-
1319. https://doi.org/10.1002/s0ej.12493, accessed on June
26,2021

Castro, M. C.,, Kim, S., Barberia, L., Ribeiro, A. F., Gurzenda, S.,
Ribeiro, K. B., Abbott, E., Blossom, J., Rache, B., & Singer, B.
H. (2021). Spatiotemporal pattern of COVID-19 spread in

Brazil. Science, 372(6544), 821-826,
https:/ /doi.org/10.1126/ science.abh1558, accessed on June
3,2021

Chen, H., Shi, L., Zhang, Y., Wang, X., & Sun, G. (2021). A cross-
country core strategy comparison in China, Japan,
Singapore and South Korea during the early COVID-19
pandemic. Globalization and Health, 17,
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12992-021-00672

Cho, S. (2020). Quantifying the impact of nonpharmaceutical
interventions during the COVID-19 outbreak: The case of
Sweden. Econometrics Journal, 23, 323-344.
https://doi.org/10.1093/ ectj/utaa025

Claeson, M., & Hanson, S. (2020). COVID-19 and the Swedish
enigma. The Lancet, 91(10271), 259-261.
https:/ /doi.org/10.1016/5S0140-6736(20)32750-1

Collins, F. (2021, April 27). Tracking the evolution of a “Variant of
Concern’ in Brazil. NIH, Retrieved June 17, 2021 from
https:/ / directorsblog.nih.gov/2021/04 /27 / tracking-the-
evolution-of-a-variant-of-concern-in-brazil /

Du, L. (2020, November 20). This virus expert saved Japan from the
worst of COVID-19. But has the magic worn off? The Japan
Times. Retrieved June 24 from

60


https://www.aetnainternational.com/en/individuals/destination-guides/expat-guide-to-brazil/health-and-health-care.html
https://www.aetnainternational.com/en/individuals/destination-guides/expat-guide-to-brazil/health-and-health-care.html
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)32750-1

Saurabh and Sudhir Covid-19: International Responses & Strategies

https:/ /www japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/11/20/national
/hitoshi-oshitani-japan-coronavirus

Dutta, A., & Fischer, H. W. (2021). The local governance of COVID-
19: Disease prevention and social security in rural India.
World Development, 138. Retrieved June 19, 2021 from
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2020

Ehl, D. (2020, November 7). Coronavirus: Sweden keeps its laid-back
COVID-19 strateqy. DW. Retrieved _June 18, 2021 from

https:/ /www.dw.com/en/coronavirus-sweden-keeps-its-
laid-back-covid-19-strategy/a-55531888

Eisenhammer, S., & Stargardter, G. (2020, May 26). Special Report:
Bolsonaro brought in his generals to fight coronavirus. Brazil is
losing the battle. Reuters. Retrieved June 15, 2021 from
https:/ /www.reuters.com/ article/us-health-coronavirus-
brazil-response-sp-idUSKBN2321DU

Ellyatt, H. (2020, March 30). No lockdown here: Sweden defends its
more relaxed coronavirus strategy. CNBC. Retrieved June 1,
2021 from https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/30/sweden-
coronavirus-approach-is-very-different-from-the-rest-of-
europe.html

Foster, A. (2020, December 13). Coronavirus: Second wave destroys
Sweden’s COVID strategy. News.Com. Au. Retrieved June 5,
2021 from
https:/ /www.news.com.au/world/coronavirus/global /co
ronavirus-second-wave-destroys-swedens-covid-
strategy/news-story/ada9705eb2a9b31161aa41d8a09bbal6

Ganguly, S., Chin, D., King, E. J., Fonseca, E. M., Mercado, S. V., &
Greer, S. L. (2021, May 19). Modi will be among 5 worst world
leaders amid COVID-19 pandemic; Here’s why. Down To Earth.
Retrieved June 11, 2021, from
https:/ /www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/ modi-will-
be-among-5-worst-world-leaders-amid-covid-19-pandemic-
here-s-why-76988

Ghosh, P., Ghosh, R., & Chakraborty, B. (2020). COVID-19 in India:
Statewise Analysis and Prediction. JMIR Public Health and
Surveillance, 6(3). https:/ /doi.org/10.2196/20341

61


https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/11/20/national/hitoshi-oshitani-japan-coronavirus
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/11/20/national/hitoshi-oshitani-japan-coronavirus

Artha - Journal of Social Sciences ISSN 0975-329X

Grant, B. (2021, February 20). Vietnam was ranked 2nd for successfully
handling the coronavirus pandemic, and its contact tracing was so
good it barely had to lock down. Business Insider, Retrieved
June 15, 2021, from
https:/ /www.businessinsider.in/international /news/ vietn
am-was-ranked-2nd-for-successfully-handling-the-
coronavirus-pandemic-and-its-contact-tracing-was-so-good-
it-barely-had-to-lock-down/ articleshow/81129207.cms

Heller, P. (2000). Degrees of Democracy Some Comparative
Lessons from India. World Politics, 52(4), 484-519.
https:/ /doi.org/10.1017/50043887100020086

Hayasaki, E. (2020). Covid-19: How Japan squandered its early
jump on the pandemic. BMJ 2020, 369. Retrieved June 23,
2021 from https:/ /doi.org/10.1136/bmj.m1625

Heath, R. (2020, April 29). Swedish minister defends coronavirus
approach, shrugs off far-right embrace. Politico. Retrieved June
18, 2021 from https://www.politico.eu/article/sweden-
coronavirus-leader-ann-linde-defends-approach-shrugs-off-
far-right-embrace/

Healthcare  in  Sweden. (2021, June 1). Sweden.Se.
https:/ /sweden.se/life/society /healthcare-in-sweden

Helsingen, L. M., Refsum, E., Gjestein, D. K., Leberg, M.,
Bretthauer, M., Kalager, M., & Emilsson, L. (2020). The
COVID-19 pandemic in Norway and Sweden - Threats,
trust, and impact on daily life: a comparative survey. BMC
Public Health, 20, 1597. https:/ /doi.org/10.1186/s12889-020-
09615-3

Hertwig, R., & Griine-Yanoff, T. (2017). Nudging and Boosting:
Steering or Empowering Good Decisions. Perspectives on
Psychological Science, 12(6), 973-986. https:/ /doi.org/10.1177

Hoang, V. M., Hoang, H. H., Khuong, Q. L., La, N. Q., & Tran, T. T.
H. (2020). Describing the pattern of the COVID-19 epidemic
in Vietnam. Global Health Action, 13(1).
https:/ /doi.org/10.1080/16549716.2020.1776526

62


https://www.businessinsider.in/international/news/vietnam-was-ranked-2nd-for-successfully-handling-the-coronavirus-pandemic-and-its-contact-tracing-was-so-good-it-barely-had-to-lock-down/articleshow/81129207.cms
https://www.businessinsider.in/international/news/vietnam-was-ranked-2nd-for-successfully-handling-the-coronavirus-pandemic-and-its-contact-tracing-was-so-good-it-barely-had-to-lock-down/articleshow/81129207.cms
https://www.businessinsider.in/international/news/vietnam-was-ranked-2nd-for-successfully-handling-the-coronavirus-pandemic-and-its-contact-tracing-was-so-good-it-barely-had-to-lock-down/articleshow/81129207.cms
https://www.businessinsider.in/international/news/vietnam-was-ranked-2nd-for-successfully-handling-the-coronavirus-pandemic-and-its-contact-tracing-was-so-good-it-barely-had-to-lock-down/articleshow/81129207.cms

Saurabh and Sudhir Covid-19: International Responses & Strategies

Hofverberg, E. (2015, February). Sweden: Legal Responses to Health
Emergencies. Library of Congress. Retrieved June 16, 2021
from https:/ /www loc.gov/law/help/health-
emergencies/sweden.php

Huet, N., & Nyberg, P. B. (2020, July 28). Is Sweden’s coronavirus
strategy working after all? EuroNews. Retrieved June 13,
2021, from
https:/ /www.euronews.com/2020/07/28/sweden-s-
coronavirus-spread-slows-but-immunity-still-a-puzzle

Iwasaki, A., & Grubaugh, N. D. (2020). Why does Japan have so
few cases of COVID-19? EMBO Molecular Medicine, 12(5).
Retrieved June 8, 2021
https:/ /doi.org/10.15252 /emmm.202012481

Japan: Population density from 2008 to 2018. (2021). Statista..
Retrieved June 9, 2021, from
https:/ /www statista.com/ statistics/270075/ population-
density-in-japan

Kantis, C., Kiernan, S., & Bardi, J. S. (2021, March 26). UPDATED:
Timeline of the Coronavirus. Think Global Health. Retrieved
June 11, 2021 from
https:/ /www .thinkglobalhealth.org/article/ updated-
timeline-coronavirus

Kerr, L., Kendall, C,, Silva, A. A. M., Aquino, E. M. L., Pescarini, J.
M., Almeida, R. L. F., Ichihara, M. Y., Oliveira, ]J. F., Aragjo,
T. V. B, Santos, C. T., Jorge, D. C. P.,, Filho, D. B. M.,
Santana, G., Gabrielli, L., Albuquerque, M. F. P. M.,
Almeida-Filho, N, Silva, N. J., Souza, R., Ximenes, R. A. A.,
. . . Barreto, M. L. (2020). COVID-19 in Northeast Brazil:
Achievements and limitations in the responses of the state
governments. Ciéncia & Satide Coletiva, 4099.
https:/ /doi.org/10.1590/1413-812320202510.2.28642020

Le, D., Kubo, T., Fujino, Y., Pham, T., & Matsuda, S. (2010). Health
Care System in Vietnam: Current Situation and Challenges.
Asian Pacific Journal of Disease Management, 4(2), 23-30.

Le, L. (2020, June 24). Nationalism, heroism and media in Vietnam's war
on COVID-19. East Asia Forum. Retrieved June 15, 2021,

63



Artha - Journal of Social Sciences ISSN 0975-329X

from
https:/ /www .eastasiaforum.org/2020/06/24/nationalism-
heroism-and-media-in-viethams-war-on-covid-19

Lee, Y. N. (2021, January 27). This is Asia’s top-performing economy in
the Covid pandemic — It’s not China. CNBC. Retrieved June 8,
2021, from https://www.cnbc.com/2021/01/28/vietnam-
is-asias-top-performing-economy-in-2020-amid-covid-
pandemic.html

Lloyd, W. (2019, February 7). Top 10 Facts About Living Conditions in
Sweden. The Borgen Project. https:/ /borgenproject.org/top-
10-facts-about-living-conditions-in-sweden/

Ludvigsson, J. F. (2020). The first eight months of Sweden’s
COVID-19 strategy and the key actions and actors that were
involved. Acta Paediatrica, 2459-2471.
https:/ /doi.org/10.1111/apa.15582

Ma, J. (2021, March 22). First Chinese coronavirus cases may have
been infected in October 2019, says new research. South
China Morning Post.
https:/ /www.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/3126
499/ first-chinese-covid-19-cases-may-have-been-infected-
october-2019

Marcello, M. (2021, May b5). Brazil COVID-19 inquiry told of
Bolsonaro’s blind faith in chloroquine. Reuters. Retrieved June
9, 2021 from
https:/ /www .reuters.com/world/americas/brazil-covid-
19-inquiry-told-bolsonaros blind-faith-chloroquine-2021-05-
04

Mathrubhumi. (2020, November). International journal “Science”
praises health minister K K Shailaja. Mathrubhumi. Retrieved
June 6, 2021, from
https:/ /english.mathrubhumi.com/technology/science/int
ernational-journal-science-praises-health-minister-k-k-
shailaja-1.5209480

McCurry, J. (2020, May 25). Japan lifts state of emergency after fall
in coronavirus cases. The Guardian. Retrieved June 15, 2021
from

64


https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/06/24/nationalism-heroism-and-media-in-vietnams-war-on-covid-19
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/06/24/nationalism-heroism-and-media-in-vietnams-war-on-covid-19
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/3126499/first-chinese-covid-19-cases-may-have-been-infected-october-2019
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/3126499/first-chinese-covid-19-cases-may-have-been-infected-october-2019
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/3126499/first-chinese-covid-19-cases-may-have-been-infected-october-2019

Saurabh and Sudhir Covid-19: International Responses & Strategies

https:/ /www .theguardian.com/world/2020/may/25/japa
n-lifts-state-of-emergency-after-fall-in-coronavirus-cases

Ministry of Health. (2020, January). The Ministry of Health allocates
treatment for nCoV disease. Retrieved June 8, 2021 from
https:/ /www.moh.gov.vn/web/ guest/thong-tin-chi-dao-
dieu-hanh/-/asset_publisher/ DOHhInDN87WZ

Modig, K., & Smith, S. (2020, April 1). Sweden defies lockdown trend,
bets on residents acting responsibly. NBC News. Retrieved
June 15, 2021, from
https:/ /www.nbcnews.com/news/world/sweden-defies-
lockdown-trend-bets-citizens-acting-responsibly-n1172781

Moon, M. J., Suzuki, K., Park, T. I, & Sakuwa, K. (2021). A
comparative study of COVID-19 responses in South Korea
and Japan: Political nexus triad and policy responses.

International Review of Administrative Sciences, 0(0), 1-21.
https:/ /doi.org/10.1177/0020852321997552

Nguyen, H. V., Hoang, M. V., Dao, A. T. M., Nguyen, H. L,
Nguyen, T. V., Nguyen, P. T., Khuong, L. Q., Le, P. M., &
Gilmour, S. (2020). An adaptive model of health system
organization and responses helped Vietnam to successfully
halt the Covid-19 pandemic: What lessons can be learned
from a resource-constrained country. The International
Journal of Health Planning and Management, 988-992.
https://doi.org/10.1002/hpm.3004

Nguyen, T. V., Tran, Q. D., Phan, L. T., Vu, L. N,, Truong, D. T. T,
Truong, H. C., Le, T. N., Vien, L. D. K,, Nguyen, T. V.,
Luong, Q. C., & Pham, Q. D. (2021). In the interest of public
safety: rapid response to the COVID-19 epidemic in
Vietnam. BM]J Global Health.
https:/ /doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2020-004100

Number of hospitals in Vietnam 2010-2020, by type. (2015). Statista.
Retrieved June 15, 2021, from
https:/ /www .statista.com/ statistics /781086 / vietnam-
number-of-hospitals-by-type

Nygren, K. G., & Olofsson, A. (2020). Managing the Covid-19
pandemic  through individual responsibility:  The

65



Artha - Journal of Social Sciences ISSN 0975-329X

consequences of a world risk society and enhanced
ethopolitics. Journal of Risk Research, 23(7-8), 1031-1035.
https:/ /doi.org/10.1080/13669877.2020.1756382

O’Brien, N. (2020, December 21). Sweden’s Covid-19 failures have
exposed the myths of the lockdown-sceptics. New Statesman.
Retrieved June 15, 2021, from
https:/ /www.newstatesman.com/world/europe/2020/12
/sweden-s-covid-19-failures-have-exposed-myths-
lockdown-sceptics

Our World In Data. (2021). Population Density. Retrieved June 5,
2021, from
https:/ /ourworldindata.org/search?q=population+density

Over half say Japan needs to amend Constitution for virus
response. (2021, May 1). The Japan Times. Retrieved June 15,
2021, from
https:/ /www japantimes.co.jp/news/2021/05/01/national
/japan-amend-constitution-coronavirus/

Population density in Brazil from 2008 to 2018. (2020, June). Marina
Pasquali. Retrieved June 10, 2021 from
https:/ /www statista.com/ statistics/882949 / population-
density-brazil /

Population density of Vietnam from 2011 to 2019. (2021). Statista
Research Department. Retrieved June 11, 2021, from
https:/ /www statista.com/statistics/ 778530/ vietnam-
population-
ensity / #:~:text=In%202019%2C%20the % 20population %20d
ensity,region %2C %20ranking %2011th %20in %202018

Pradhan, S. D. (2020, September 26). Proficient handling of the
second wave of Coronavirus by Vietnam: Underlines the
salience of aggressive testing and precautionary measures
by citizens. The Times Of India. Retrieved June 15, 2021, from
https:/ /timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/ChanakyaCod
e/ proficient-handling-of-the-second-wave-of-coronavirus-
by-vietnam-underlines-the-salience-of-aggressive-testing-
and-precautionary-measures-by-citizens/

66


https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2021/05/01/national/japan-amend-constitution-coronavirus/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2021/05/01/national/japan-amend-constitution-coronavirus/

Saurabh and Sudhir Covid-19: International Responses & Strategies

Repeta, L. (2020, April 14). The coronavirus and Japan’s
Constitution. The Japan Times. Retrieved June 6, 2021, from
https:/ /www japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2020/04/14/com
mentary/japan-commentary/coronavirus-japans-
constitution

Reuters. (2021, May 13). Pfizer got no response to offers to supply
vaccine to Brazil last year, exec says. Reuters. Retrieved June
15, 2021, from
https:/ /www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-
pharmaceuticals/ pfizer-got-no-response-offers-supply-
vaccine-brazil-last-year-exec-says-2021-05-13 /

Reuters. (2021, June 8). Japan’s MPs seek emergency clause for
Constitution amid discontent over Covid-19 response. The
Strait  Times. Retrieved June 15, 2021, from
https:/ /www. straitstimes.com/asia/ east-asia/japan-
ruling-mps-seek-emergency-clause-for-constitution-amid-
covid-19-pandemic

Sharma, N. (2020, June 5). 26 lakh migrant labourers stranded
across 33 states: Preliminary govt data. The Economic Times.
Retrieved June 15, 2021, from
https:/ /economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/ politics-and-
nation/26-lakh-migrant-labourers-stranded-across-33-
states-preliminary-govt-
data/articleshow /76206443.cms?from=mdr

Shokoohi, M., Osooli, M., & Stranges, S. (2020). COVID-19
Pandemic: What Can the West Learn From the East?
International Journal of Health Policy and Management, 9(10),
436-438. https:/ /doi.org/10.34172 /ijhpm.2020.85

Sousa, M. D., & Biller, D. (2020, July 8). Brazil’s Bolsonaro claims
hydroxychloroquine will cure his coronavirus despite no evidence.
Global News. Retrieved June 15, 2021 from
https:/ / globalnews.ca/news/7152017 / brazil-president-
bolsonaro-hydroxychoriquine

Souza, C. D. F., Gois-Santos, V. T., Correia, D. S., Martins-Filho, P.
R., & Santos, V. S. (2020). The need to strengthen Primary
Health Care in Brazil in the context of the COVID-19

67



Artha - Journal of Social Sciences ISSN 0975-329X

pandemic. Braz. Oral Res., 34.
https:/ /doi.org/10.1590/1807-3107bor-2020.vol34.0047

Number of novel coronavirus (COVID-19) deaths worldwide. (2021,
May). Statista. Retrieved June 13, 2021 from
https:/ /www.statista.com/ statistics /1093256 /novel-
coronavirus-2019ncov-deaths worldwide-by-country /

Takahashi, R. (2020, November 13). Japan faces another
coronavirus wave, but this one’s different. The Japan Times.
Retrieved June 15, 2021, from
https:/ /www japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/11/13/national
/social-issues/japans-next-novel-coronavirus-wave\

Tashiro, A., & Shaw, R. (2020). COVID-19 Pandemic Response in
Japan: What Is behind the Initial Flattening of the Curve?
Sustainability. https:/ / doi.org/10.3390/su12135250

Teixeira, F. (2021, January 28). Virus and fake news: Brazil indigenous
leader fights on two fronts. Thomson Reuters Foundation.
Retrieved June 15, 2021, from
https:/ /news.trust.org/item/20210128111031-nvdx9/

The Communicable Diseases Act. (n.d.). 1177 Vardguiden.
Retrieved June 15, 2021, from https://www.1177.se/sa-
fungerar-varden/lagar-och-bestammelser/lagar-i-
varden/smittskyddslagen/

The first confirmed coronavirus case in Sweden. (2020, January 31).
Krisinformation. Se. Retrieved June 18, 2021, from
https:/ /www krisinformation.se/en/news/2020/january/
who-classes-the-outbreak-of-the-corona-virus-as-an-
international-threat-to-human-life2

The Japan Times. (2020, January 16). Japan confirms first case of
coronavirus that has infected dozens in China. The Japan
Times. Retrieved June 15, 2021. from
https:/ /www japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/01/16/national
/ science-health/japan-first-coronavirus-case/

The World Bank. (n.d.). Physicians (per 1,000 people) - Brazil, Japan,
Vietnam, Sweden.

68


https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/11/13/national/social-issues/japans-next-novel-coronavirus-wave
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/11/13/national/social-issues/japans-next-novel-coronavirus-wave

Saurabh and Sudhir Covid-19: International Responses & Strategies

https:/ /data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.MED.PHYS.ZS?
locations=BR-JP-VN-SE

Vietnam exports to China. (2020). Trading Economics. Retrieved June
19, 2021, from https:/ /tradingeconomics.com/vietnam

Trevisan, M., & Le, L. C. (2020). The COVID-19 Pandemic: A View
From Vietnam. American Journal of Public Health, 110(8),
1152. https:/ /doi.org/10.2105/ AJPH.2020.305751

Tsuji, Y. (2021). Japanese Government Actions against COVID-19
under the Directives of Constitutional and Administrative
Law. Researchgate. Retrieved June 9, 2021 from
https:/ /www.researchgate.net/publication/348252284 Jap
anese_Government_Actions_against_COVID-
19 _under_the Directives_of Constitutional_and_Administr

ative_Law
Unified Health System (SUS). (n.d.). Secretaria De Estado De Saude.
Retrieved June 15, 2021, from

https:/ /www.saude.mg.gov.br/sus

Vietnam Business News . (2021, April 25). Vietnam Net Global.
Retrieved June 15, 2021, from
https:/ /vietnamnet.vn/en/business/vietnam-business-
news-april-25-729182. html

Vietnam News. (2021, May). Viet Nam News Economy Exports to
US increase sharply. Viet Nam News. Retrieved June 7, 2021,
from https://viethamnews.vn/economy/958755/exports-
to-us-increase-sharply.html

Vietnam officially enters 2nd phase of COVID-19 fight: Deputy PM.
(2020, March 8). Vietnam+. Retrieved June 25, 2021 from
https:/ /en.vietnamplus.vn/ vietnam-officially-enters-2nd-
phase-of-covid19-fight-deputy-pm/169781.vnp

Vu, M., & Tran, B. T. (2020, April 18). The Secret to Vietnam's
COVID-19 Response Success. The Diplomat. Retrieved June
10, 2021, from https://thediplomat.com/2020/04/the-
secret-to-vietnams-covid-19-response-success

WHO. (2020). Archived: WHO Timeline - COVID-19. World Health
Organization. Retrieved  June 15, 2021, from

69



Artha - Journal of Social Sciences ISSN 0975-329X

https:/ /www.who.int/news/item/27-04-2020-who-
timeline---covid-19

WHO. (2020, January). Novel Coronavirus - Japan (ex-China).
Retrieved June 10, 2021, from
https:/ /www.who.int/csr/don/17-january-2020-novel-
coronavirus-japan-ex-china/e n/

WHO Director-General’s opening remarks at the media briefing on
COVID-19 - 11 March 2020. (2020, March 11). World Health
Organization. Retrieved  June 18, 2021, from
https:/ /www.who.int/ director-
general/speeches/ detail/who-director-general-s-opening-
remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-11 March 2020

World Health Organization. (June 5, 20211). BRAZIL / Deaths.
Retrieved June 8, 2021, from
https.//www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-
2019/coronavirus-disease-answers?

Daily New Confirmed Covid-19 Cases By Region. (2021, June). Our
World In Data. Retrieved June 14, 2021, from
https:/ /ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-
explorer?

Yamaguchi, M. (2021, May 11). Japan ruling party renews charter
change drive amid pandemic, Times of India. Retrieved
June 5, 2021, from
https:/ /timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world / rest-of-
world/japan-ruling-party-renews-charter-change-drive-
amid-pandemic/articleshow/82550631.cms

Yan, B, Zhang, X., Wu, L., Zhu, H., & Chen, B. (2020). Why Do
Countries Respond Differently to COVID-19? A
Comparative Study of Sweden, China, France, and Japan.
American Review of Public Administration, 50(6-7), 762-769.
https:/ /doi.org/10.1177/0275074020942445

70


https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-11
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-11
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-11

