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Abstract

Wayanad, the green paradise of Kerala, is located in the
southern most part of the Deccan plateau. Wayanad, where
majority of the population completely depend on agriculture
for their livelihood, has been facing a high magnitude
agrarian crisis in the last few years. This district has
witnessed a number of farmer suicides and as a result of this;
farmers are forced to look out for some additional source
of livelihood along with agriculture. Having a remarkable
‘ image of a beautiful tourist destination, the government of
| Kerala has identified Wayanad as a Tourism District and
tourism is an emerging sector here. The scenic beauty, exotic
landscape and rich heritage sites of Wayanad offer several
opportunities for a 360 degree tourism expansion in the
district. Considering the district wise foreign tourist arrivals,
Wayanad shows the highest variation among other districts
of Kerala in the last few years. In a fast urbanising country
like India, places such as Wayanad have enormous value. It
is no exaggeration to mention that Wayanad is one of the few
Indian districts which still retains its charm as a rural district.
It is not swept by mindless urbanisation like many other
regions of India. Of course, this unique characteristic gives
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enormous tourism potential to the place. Keeping in view
the distinctive features of Wayanad, especially the natural
attractions and the indigenous culture, a sustainable tourism
model can be an effective alternative to offse
crisis of the district. The present scenario of host community
participation in the various facets of tourism in Wayanad
is intensively studied in this paper. It aims at proposing
concrete ways in which the benefits from tourism can be
channelized productively to uplift the affected sections of
society facing agrarian crisis in Wayanad

t the agrarian

Introduction

Indian economy is predominantly rural, and agriculture continues
to be the most important source of livelihood in the country. Indian
agriculture is passing through a deceleration in growth over the last
two decades. This has created a crisis both in terms of survival and
sustainability. Agrarian distress and farme

widespread discussion in recent times. Farmer suicides have risen
to grave proportions and increasing incidences of farmer suicides
is indicative of a larger crisis on the socio-economic front. The
problem of agrarian crisis has been addressed in this paper from the
perspective of Wayanad, the rural agriculture district of Kerala. An
attempt has been made to identify the causes and symptoms, and
impact of the distress Agriculturists of Wayanad were interviewed
for gathering their perception on the changing trends in tourism,
and their outlook towards different avenues of Wayanad tourism
that is progressive in nature. Host communities of popular tourist
destinations of Wayanad namely Edakkal Caves, Soochippara
Waterfall, Pookot lake, and Kuruva Island were also interviewed

using structured questionnaires to unveil the present status of host
involvement in tourism,
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Agrarian Crisis in Wayanad: An Overview

istrict of Kerala is situated in the southez:nm.ost
Wafi? t?l:ie’ gljcgraie;lg:eau. The district is distinct yvith the cqluvatlon
pfar erennial plantation crops and spices. The major plantation crops
;cplude coffee, tea, pepper, cardamom and rubl?er. Wayanad is
endowed with rich bio-diversity and natural scenic beauty.

i i 1950s, families
i latively rural tribal area. In the early , .
Wimamyani aaczelcsl ail:;eV\aIa;an);d from central Kerala and started farrmncgl
rach%fes on the revenue lands. They settled in Wa}yanad and starte
’ lear the forest land and cultivated food crops hkf: paddy, tapioca,
o fi egetables. The climate during those days was 3nhosp1tab1e that
anmanV gould not survive. Thousands died of malaria and attacks by
ildya;imals. Those who survived in spite of the odds transfo?mtolald
mayanad into a paradise of prosperity: (I(N Nair et.al, 200.7)T§11 thz
year 1931, Adivasis constituted the ma]onlty ;); g)le I;;l(ipulau?:l ?;asis
istrict, Ir rse of time around early s, the non-adivasl
s:}slgli(x:ntnllll}g:l:efiof:om nearby places, became eqt.lal insize to Ad.lvaSlS;:
and subsequently exceeded the AdiYazi popv.ltllatlorlnﬁThc;:s;al mgg;\s
-adivasi farmers in the early periods mostly cultivate
nl?:ha:slv;::ical;, tapioca, vegetables, and oranges. However, ’;l;ey
Tater switched over to other perennial ang cash cropsd nz;mell));' sc;r t(:i,
t, coconut, cardamom, and ginger. and slow. [
g:gzre\ziir;f)a;g\e cash crops alone. This was due tol tll;e bet.tetr I;ls.li(\:rzs
ercial crops fetched and were also lfess abour inte .
t(}f:: ézg;; etal, 20016)) The soil was highly fertile and yield levgls of
s like pepper were very high. The prices of cash crops \'/vere.}uglgly
:::(z)rll)unerative in the 1980s and 90s. Such a favoura‘r.ﬂe situation for
commercial crops in turn led to the economic prosperity of fhe regfl::)trll.
The higher income from agriculture resulted in mod1f11catui§1uslo allye
i i d place, Pulpally,
mption behaviour of people. The renowned p ace, | 0
f(cl):)st:rln g)r its higher yield of pepper and also ca]lefl Mini c?ulfthllrsl
the local parlance (K.N. Nair, Vineeta Menon, 2007) is located in .
region. Transformation of the whole region with the newly fO}’mt;El 5
wealth was visible all around. It contributed to an overall spurtin
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construc.tion activity, where concrete houses replaced the old ho

and vehlcle. reglstrat.ions had steeply increasecf Interestingly, hl:rsee;
by theg profit potential, commercial banks stepped up the sanction
and dispersal of loans for houses and agriculture. Large number of
farm la}aourers a}so migrated from Tamil Nadu and Karnataka and
settl.ed in the region. There was a tremendous demand for four-wheel
vehicles and every farmer household flaunted a jeep at home.

Unfortunately, such a rosy situation did not last
cultivation in course of time was infected with pl::tsg .aitcllecﬁ:gaizr
Tl}e gradual cha}'lge in the climatic conditions also played havoé
w1th pepper culhyation. Added to these, the gradual decline in the
region’s rainfall since 1990s played the spoil sport. Around the same
time, la;gely due to external factors, there had been a crash in the
gfrfxces of all crash crops since 2000. Coffee and pepper were the worst
ec:tec:lr crops. In between, in 2004, the region had also witnessed a
;z::::ri t}?ught- T{ms, by th§ end of the last decade, the region was
beset with ec:onzm{c and environmental shocks affecting all segments
g etg’ - Agriculture on the whole bore the brunt. The changed
life style an the. heavy investment in agriculture drifted the farmers
Into an economic quagmire. Farmers began to default on the loan
Zﬁi};?heffdsmy families could not find any alternative for the loss
only way oot f:gudgfiguge financial debts. They found suicide as the
v a}r’non thmf as reflected by the highest number of suicides
maxoam gd € larming communities in Wayanad. Unfortunately,
ery day, the news of ‘farmer suicides’ occupied media

headlines with runnin X i
of the electronic mediag. scrolls on the various regional TV channels

Agrarian Distress in Wayanad: Causes and Symptoms

The major factors which . ) .
in Wayanad include the ;::Lt; buted to the decline of agriculture

. e of agriculture prices in the world
market, !ﬁ[:mded d.evelopmental role of the government and climate
change. The most important factor that seems to be responsible for
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the severe agrarian crisis in Wayanad is the crash of the price of
agricultural products as a result of the economic reforms. The crash
in prices since late 1990s of pepper, cardamom, coffee and tea has
adversely affected the economy of Wayanad. The price crash has
resulted in a drastic decline in the income of farmers and the cost
of inputs in agriculture has been increasing at a faster rate than the
price of agricultural commodities. The traditional farm practices
followed by most farmers resulted in the ecological degradation of
land. All these setbacks have cumulatively affected the fortunes of
agriculture in the Wayanad region. It had a disastrous affect on the
region’s prosperity. Consequently, farmers failed to pay back interest
on the principal amount of loans in time. Eventually, farmers landed
ina debt trap. As on 31 March 2004, the amount overdue to the banks
in Wayanad was Rs 133 crores. The loan disbursed to agricultural
sector in 2004-05 financial years was Rs 430 crores (George, 2006).
The increase in the bank interest rates and the accumulated interest
on arrears aggravated the crisis. As the rate of defaults in payment of
loans increased, banks proceeded to confiscate the land and houses
of farmers leaving them with no other option than suicide.
The crisis in agriculture has many manifestations, of which suicides of
farmers is the saddest one! Suicides by farmers today are actually a
ptom of a much wider crisis in India’s farm and agriculture sector
(Sainath 2006). For the past couple of years, farmers’ suicides has
become a major issue in academic deliberations, policy analysis, and
in everyday discourses. In comparison, the ratio of suicide is higher in
Wayanad. According to the State Farmers’ Debt Relief Commission,
there were 371 suicides in Wayanad between 2000 and 2006. Since
2001-02 farmer suicides due to indebtedness have dramatically
shot up in Wayanad. The sudden drop in agricultural income has
multidimensional effects on the life of farmers. Either sudden or
gradual slide in the standard of life and the related stress and strain
in social relationships invade the life of the peasant family. It was
found that the suicide victims in Wayanad borrowed from private
moneylenders. The mental and social tensions, as well as stress in the
family due to the economic insecurity create an atmosphere of utter
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hopelessness. In such conditions disappointments in life eventuall

force farmers to commit suicide. A sample survey of households,
where the farmers committed suicide in 2004, conducted in the
Wayanad district by the district unit of Kerala Karshaka Sangam
threw up several important findings. According to this survey,
the males/heads of the family took the brunt of the distress. They
were forced to approach the private moneylenders since their land
documents were already with some nationalized or co-operative
banks. These banks are reluctant to give further loans since they
have nothing more to give as collateral. In this background, the

private lending agencies chip in with schemes, many of which are
debilitating in the long run.

Alternative Strategies to Face the Crisis

Agrarian crisis and the increasing number of suicides were the
crucial issues of discussions in the media and in the various forums
of farmer associations with the help of farmer associations such as
Farmer’s Relief Forum and INFARM. Demonstrations and protests
of farmers became the order of the day. Debt relief commission was
appointed which offered special relief packages. The bank debts were
written off for many. The short and long-term strategies adopted by
households to cope with agrarian distress varied across different
socio-economic groups. The farmers reduced their consumption and
farm expenditures and also attempted to diversify the crop pattern
with the introduction of new crops like vanilla. They diversified
towards organic farming, animal husbandry, and dairy. Marginal
farmers started to think about various alternatives to bring additional
income like working with SHGs. Farmers are into ginger cultivation
in neighbouring places like Coorg in Karnataka by taking land on
lease. But as the investment is very high in these places, it is not an
appropriate alternative for all the farmeRs Many of them changed
from agriculture to small scale business or found some alternate
employment. Wayanad being an agricultural district loses its charm
in the event of crisis in the agricultural sector. The situation perforce
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compels many a farmer to look around for alternativc? sources of
income. As such, for those who prefer to get out of agriculture and
those who prefer to stay on in agriculture, tourism of late, emerged
as an alternative source.

The major reason for the emergence of tourism as an alternaFive
vocation is the rich unexplored ngtural and c1.11tural tf)ur%sm
resources of Wayanad, in which ag.ncultural practices, cdgv?uon,
and plantations provide novel experiences to tounsts. with minimum
investment at the destination. Farmers n.eec! not myest mu.ch to
promote Farm Tourism and related hospitality serv1.ces. This can
be an additional source of income, vtlhen they p¥ov;1de the space
for tourists, both foreign and dqmestlc, to s.tay w1th.them. by way
of homestays, and an opportunity to experience their agricultural
practices and farm produces. The comn}u}'\lty aPPr0§Ch towards
tourism would change the tourism scenario itself. Most importantly,
a sustainable cultural and natural tourism development will lead to
a fiscally secure local community.

Tourism Scenario of Wayanad

i obiective of promoting rural and farm Tourism in Wayanad,
Zhﬁ%z:er?ment of Kgrala has rightly identified Wayanad asa Tguﬁsm
District and as a result tourism has emerged. as a fast progressing
sector in Wayanad. The scenic beguty, exotic l'flr.ldscape and rich
heritage sites of Wayanad offer unique and exciting opportunities
for tourism promotion

Wayanad has boundless potential, with a variety of natural
attractions, wildlife, plantations, and cuisine. Wayanag s a multi-
faceted destination with immense potential for rura] toyrism
(villages, people, agriculture, ethnic manifestations and rural
artifacts), Heritage tourism (Edakkal_ caves, Pazhassi memorial,
Jain temples, Heritage museum), Leisure tourism (Pookot lake,
soochippara waterfall, Meenmutty waterfall, Lakkidi ghat pass),
Island tourism (Kuruva islands), Adventure tourism(Meenmutty
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w
sazt::filsn,l )ChPeﬂmb.ra peak , Pakshipatalam), Hydel tourism (Banasura
v alh'yurka\;u Tgrlm tounsr.n (Tirunelly temple, Sita Devi Temple,
Jain temples &Iflpl?, Pallikkunnu Church, Varambetta Mosque,
Tholpett, wﬂ)c’i ildlife tourism (Muthanga wildlife sanctuary,
their Liferty] life sanct‘uary),Tribal tourism(tribal communities,
festivals artef' Culture, rituals, language, costumes, food habits
car o,m, A orms), Plantation tourism (plantations of coffee, tea,
Health to uflsll;fer and rubber), Spice tourism (cardamom & pepper):
tourism (triba] fe(1t1it=.rbals, Axurvedic treatment centres), Festival
tourism (Spices ;a‘lllals, religious and regional festivals), Shoppin

» handicrafts, h i
and Ecotourigy, , honey, herbals), Home stay tourism
Wayana disattrg C(;._II'II'IOIPeti:'y, .Muthanga, Kuruva Islands). Besides
jungle walls and | g Special interest tourists seeking to enjoy nature,
to district wise form.':hgenou§ cultural forms. Further, with respec;
the higher n rel%n Tqunst arrivals, Wayanad district registers
Kerala in ﬂleunlaslbet . of foreign tourist arrivals among the districts of
registered the marlrv );eaRs The tourist arrivals to Wayanad in 2010
the year 2009, with of 4, 08,151, a steady increase from 3, 68,459 n{

a growth rate of about 11%.

It is hearten; '

strengths, n“llr;%:o note that with so many natural attractions and
pflst five yeaRs Tﬁ:d evolved itself into a popular brand mEItI}'ll
dlsﬁrlctin ‘Gods ownnumber of domestic tourists visiting this ruraﬁ
rch Ot in the Eg‘mtry’ has steadily been increasing. A place
Prominent place ; urist itinerary until recently, began to find a

tourists, In Ce In the itinerarj ‘ot 3 . .
of the Kery Spite of g, es of many a tourist including foreign

f the .
. Ia tougig Potential, for a long time Wayanad was
a;txtudt.e of the loca] gﬁp- It was largely due to the conservag\lrlet
of tourism, That apart unity which did not realize the importance
brought a bag image ¢ anti-social elements with their indulgences
new realization dawno the place, However, as days passed b
administratiopn and toicrl. on the local community and the disgici
Ism began to receive due attention. As a
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result, various stakeholders started taking a fresh look at the tourism
promotion. Being a new age destination with a variety of products
and resources, tourist arrivals to this place increased, and as a result
the land price increased many folds. Local communities have started
enjoying the benefits of tourism development. The administrators
of tourism in Wayanad have also taken a pro-active stand in terms
of facilitating developmental activities. Farmers have realized the
importance of tourism as an alternative source of income as they
cannot solely rely on a steady source of income from agriculture.
Thus, in and around the tourist sites, small business establishments
dealing with handicrafts and tourist information centres sprang up.
For the local people, the very sight of so many tourists around is a
pleasant surprise, more particularly those who had never seen such
a large number of people from far off places before.

Community Based Tourism: An Effective Method to Deal
with Agrarian Crisis in Wayanad

Tourism is highly recognized as a key community development tool
with the recognition of its economic contribution in strengthening the
economies. The host community is the economic, social, cultural, and
infrastructural resource base for most of the tourism activities. In this
regard, needless to say that local community participation and thus,
their empowerment take the centre stage in sustaining the tempo.
Community participation entails that the beneficiaries mobilize their
own resources, define their own needs and make their own decisions
about how to meet them. A community based approach to tourism
development is a prerequisite to sustainability. Local participation
is advocated in two levels: in planning and management of tourism
products and execution of the same. Community participation alone
can create a favourable attitudinal change in the host community
about tourism and enable it to grow further.

Sustainable tourism is found to be an appropriate solution for
redressing agrarian crisis. At the same time, it may be noted that
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::ﬁ- the number of tourists swell, there is a pressure on the limited
i hastructure and infrastructural facilities. The number of rooms
in hotels and resorts are not enough to fulfil the requirement. The

situation throws yet another business opportunity —‘HomeStays’ —a

relatively new option for touri -
urist accommodation. Th .
of Homestay co odatio € promotion

ncept in its wake contributes for the conservation of
x;“:i;‘:tssoa“frfces by way of preventing reckless construction of hotels
of availoblo eacltmg the natural.environment. The proper utilization
be fulﬁlledetlz(s: resources, a principle of sustainable tourism would
there are a m "l‘;:}’- Even th.ough Wayanad is known as a rural area,
stay alons aumhﬂr of palatial bungalows and almost in all parents
renadoble sS children study outside or work outside. There is a
an addi cope for H.omestay promotion, which would provide
onal source of income for the inmates of such homes.

: TAl;etﬁZfiﬁ etsm;rrlst sites in Wa.yfmad are scattered across the district.
of theis distancee f;‘1016 very visible to the outside world by virtue
communitios ha tom the A?n:p.or-t ar}d the railway station, local
Sites on the o uriz 0 take the initiative in putting up these wonderful
houses are aroundThmap. The local communities whose land and
Edakkal, Soochi e sites are the ones involved in tourism now. In
shops of indigerﬁ)para, Kuruva, Muthanga, they have started small

these are jo us Pdel.lcts, handicrafts and ethnic food centres.
tourism, entar nss Capital Intensive. In the process of promoting
sites as atter, dl;s Ing _an willing women found jobs at the tourist
are thrown op » guldes, and guards. Thus, ample opportunities

tourism Telate?lrzlf:(gvti};ii :‘mployment of men and women in various
In this o s
tOurismbg- zl;:rt(;i' 111; 1s app.ropriate to look at the promotion of
and approach for ¢ esponsible Tourism’ perspective—a concept
recent times, Towaogl‘lsn'l development widely talked about in the
four districts for : § th}S, the government of Kerala has identified
sustainability an (11) Comotmg responsible tourism with emphasis on
Wayanad district onservation of natural resources. Incidentally,
15 one of the four districts. Through such initiatives
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indigenous products are marketed by Self Help Groups (SHGs) like
Kudumbasree, farmers and artisans. In addition to selling directly
to tourists, they also supply to the various outlets in the hotels and
resorts. The local-self-government, district Kudumbashree Mission,
NGOs, social workers and the tourism industry work together to
achieve a holistic development of the region. Further, as part of the
responsible tourism activities, a Responsible Tourism cell has been
set up in Wayanad which started ethnic restaurants operated by
the tribal community with tribal, i.e. ethnic and indigenous snacks
(Ministry of Tourism).

Sustainable Tourism models, be it Ecotourism, Indigenous tourism
or Responsible tourism will provide better living conditions to the
host and indigenous communities through extra income generation
and emergence of new entrepreneurial opportunities, protection of
indigenous culture and sustainable development of the region. The
results of the study show that the host communities involved in
tourism are happy with their incomes moving upwards. They are also
able to balance their agricultural activities and tourism business.

Results and Discussions

The present study conducted among the local community involved
in tourism related activities at the tourist sites like Pookot, Kuruva
Islands, Soochippara waterfalls and Edakkal caves revealed that
among the people engaged in tourism, 61 percent were male and
39 percent were female. It is interesting to know that participation
of women in the tourism activities is highly satisfactory. As regards
social identity, majority were Christians (60.9%) followed by Muslims
(21.7%) and Hindus (17.4%). Another finding, which is a matter
of concern is the poor participation and involvement of the tribal
community in spite of Wayanad being a tribal dominated area. As
the data indicate, it is evident that Christians of the region seem to
be more inclined towards tourism activities as compared to the other
two social groups namely, Muslims and Hindus. Therefore, efforts
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need to be directed to involve the later two groups also for an all-
round participation in tourism.

With respect to the age of the respondents who are actively engaged
In tourism activities. It was found that about 45 % of respondents are
in the age group of 41-50 years followed by 30% in the group of 31-40.
The age-wise distribution of respondents reveals that most of those
who are in their forties are actively engaged in tourism activities,
while relatively younger population in their twenties and thirties
are not well exposed to tourism. This is an issue which needs to be
add1:e§sed and young people need to be motivated in large numbers to
participate in the promotion of tourism in Wayanad. The educational
backgr9und of the respondents show that 69.6% have only school
education, 17.4% are graduates, 8.7% have completed their plus two

and 4.3% have technical education It may be inferred that by and

angc; ti\ose who studied up to school level are living in the region

trying to supplement or make a living in tourism while those

°fs the population who are highly educated prefer highly paid jobs

e e_where. The study also found that for 52.2% of the respondents,

2%:‘;“1““3 does not provide a steady source of income. For 39.1%

anal e l.'eillaondents., tourism is the source of additional income. The

. ysis c early. points out that those who are associated with tourism
e satisfied with the benefits they get from tourism (95.7%).

There is a unanj -
- animous opinion i
tourism em P among the host community that

powers the local community as almost all the respondents
at; 2 fv?llv); :onscmus of the importance of tourism. As foundpout from
of the loc:!llxpressed bY the respondents on the whole the perception
Wayanad d.con_\ml_mlty-with regard to promotion of tourism in
wors . 1str1c.t is qu_lte positive. Almost all the respondents
l'eSponutdlanlments OUS In tourism’s potential to create jobs. Similarly, the
the region toset‘em tgbbe..- fully conv.inced that, g.iver.\ the resources of
peoplo. Thus,umm viously provides alternative livelihoods for the

. the respondents : .
mitigate the region'sppove?tly . strongly believe that tourism helps to

The Dynamics of Host Participation in
Tourism

AJTS, 6 (2011)

Recommendations

With the declining ability of agriculture as a continuous source of
income/ evenue generation, tourism obviously is a viable option. Yet,
not many host community members are involved in tourism related
economic activities. It is very clear from the study that those who
get benefit from tourism are satisfied. It may be noted that only a
small percentage of the local community, predominantly those who
live near the tourist sites are positively inclined towards tourism.
Tourism as a vocation and its advantages to the host community
need to be aggressively communicated. The areas of host community
participation in tourism need to be identified and promoted.

In view of the advantages associated to the host community through
tourism in Wayanad, it is high time that the issue is examined from
the entrepreneurship perspective as well. Setting up business units
like handicraft shops, wayside amenities, indigenous shops or ethnic
restaurants promotes indigenous entrepreneurship among the local
community. There are instances of initiatives taken by women
motivated through SHGs of Wayanad. The tourism department of
Kerala, KTDC, and DTPC, could explore the right opportunities
where the entrepreneurial instincts can be triggered and channelled
towards starting tourism related business across the district. The
developmental efforts need to be directed towards guiding and
supporting the SME (Small and Medium Enterprises) initiatives by
offering various incentives like entrepreneurship training, subsidies
and tax holidays. All these measures would change the landscape
of Wayanad and help it find a firm place as an indigenous tourism
destination.

At the same time the growth in tourist arrivals to Wayanad signals
issues related to sustainability. The threat to fragile natural resources,
however, cannot be lost sight of. Therefore, any addition to the
existing infrastructural facilities with respect to hotels and resorts
to accommodate increasing number of tourists need to be handled
properly. One of the appropriate sustainable practices would be
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promoting Homestay concept in Wayanad. Beautifully furnished
houses located amidst spice or rubber plantations are aplenty which

would offer a unique experience for tourists, as well as, additional
income for families,

As such, promoting farm tourism has huge relevance in Wayanad.
The spectacular sight of tea, coffee, spices, and rubber plantations is
avisual feast to tourists. It would be a different experience for them
to walk around these plantations and to

involve themselves in the
farm work here, observing and participating in cultivation. Farmers
would be more than delighted to get extra earnings from tourism by
showcasing their farming skills and yields. Financial assistance from
banks would €ncourage the farmers to spend more on their farms
or plantations to make it more attractive like a farm house to attract
more tourists

because in the event of assured benefits from tourism,
there could be

a spurt in tourism entrepreneurship.

Pr9jec.ts like ‘Kanavw’, and ‘Uravu’ actively working with the
Ob]egtlves of empower

making th ¥ ing the weaker sections of the society and
em se : 3 .
should functj confident and self-reliant need to be promoted and

lon enthusiastically and consistently with the continuous
Support from the government,

As the study traces, the tribal communities are still away from the
mzze:@ tof tourism, The indigenous community is still Struggling
from tour{:;s ence, and they are ignorant about the benefits that accrua
promotion, m. They should be educated about the benefits of tourism
and com alin a sgstama.ble fashion in their own habitats. WOrkShops
be of paigns Ivolving social and environmental activists may

ganized to enlighten and convince the local community the
Prospects of 5 Win-win situation,

Conclusion

g;e If::::y brings to light that farmers in Wayanad, at least fifty percent
ware that Promoting tourism would enhance the quality of
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ife. mestays, farm tourism, indigenous tou.rism concepts, and
lciftleiell'_l ;c:rojectsy are viewed with skepticism n.lamly bec.ause of the
unpleasant experience with agricult}ne. In t?us connection tourism
stakeholders can play a vital role in building confidence ar;u;lng
farming communities of Wayanad. The l-andscape of Waya? Tgs
huge potential in enticing hordes of tourists from far and wi e.take
local community requires professional. counsel and assuracl;lce; to take
a plunge into tourism related activities. In prospect su - ?Irmers.
can become dynamic employers whereby they can not 01 y avela
steady income but also provide employment to many ha.p }f]sis ﬁeo{)h e
in their own neighbourhood. The present stufiy thus, highlights the
need for tourism and agriculture to go hand in hand.
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